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web irregularly on the surface of the wood. Excrescences
of a fungiform appearance are often protruded amidst
those already described, and are evidences of a very cor-
rupt matter peculiar to the spots whence they spring.
According to the situation and matter in which they are
produced, they are dry and toughy, or wet, soft, and
fleshy, sometimes arising in several fungiforms, each
above the other, without any distinction of stem; and
when the matter is differently corrupted, it not unfre-
quently generates the small acrid mushroom."

From the above it will be seen that dry-rot fungi are
capable of performing this destructive work with a
smaller supply of moisture. These fungi, moreover,
possess a quality of remaining in a dormant condition
for a considerable time, and are consequently liable to
be introduced into buildings with the timber. Their
rapid growth under favourable conditions, and the destruc-
tion wrought by them upon both new and old buildings,
renders the dry-rot fungi especially dangerous.

" Damp is not only a cause of decay, but is essential to
it; while, on the other hand, absolute wet, especially at
a low temperature, prevents it. In ships this has been
particularly remarked, for that part of the hold of a ship
which is constantly washed by the bilge-water is never
affected with dry-rot. Neither is that side of the planking
of a ship's bottom which is next the water found in a state
of decay, even ^rtxen the inside is quite rotten, unless the
rot has penetrated quite through the inside."

If wood be kept always wet or always dry, it will last
for very long periods. It is on record that a pile was drawn
up sound from a bridge over the Danube between Austria
and Turkey which, had been under water for 1,500 years.
A post driven into the ground commences to decay near
the surface of the ground,. If the post be driven through

